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the last analy- '+

sis, a monopoly

of virtue must ,
be denied to our 51' -
ancestors who |\ S
prided them-

selves on their Puritan
code of morals and usages
— they were merely less well-informed
and more selfish than the present gen-
eration. Believing that we are witness-
ing the break-down of the old Puritan-
ism in America, 1 nevertheless assert
that this is one of the most truly moral

ages that the world has ever }l’cnown. T H E N EW

The alarmists who see black portents
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A tate to say that a book or play
in which sex is handled in a

, serious spirit can do harm to

@ the community only if it is in-

accurate, Nothing is to be

gained by suppressing facts.

The reformers of today are seeking for

more and more knowledge, and they

can not afford to turn their backs upon

any writer who speaks out cleanly and
honestly.

Of course, there is the danger of mis-

taking liberty for license, but those who

stray in that direction are few compared

P U R | TA N I S M with those who are strengthened by a

wider knowledge of the facts of exist-

in the growing frankness with which B,V Carrie Chapman Catt ence. Within the past generation. a

men and women talk about the hitherto f
unmentionable problems of society, are
misreading the signs of the times. The modern American is not degen-
erate; he is unafraid, even to the point of smashing hoary fetiches
when they stand in the way of progress.

What, after all, was the Puritanism that, finding expression in the
laws of New England and the creeds of the early American churches,
became established as the customs of the people? If one should go
behind customs and ask for the cause of their being. it would be found
in the idea prevalent at the time that strict living for the individual was
a guarantee of his personal glory and reward This represented an
extremely refined form of selfishness, for we can not get away from
the fact that if a man was good according to the definitions of that
day. he could count on receiving honor at the hands of his neighbors as
well as the rewards of immortality.

One hundred years has brought an utter change in the point of view.
Among those who think most in-

Preadent, International Woman Suffrage Allance tremendous influence has been exerted

in Europe by a group of well known
authors. Among these may be named George Brandes, who has pre-
sented the idea of free love in a very refined and inviting manner: Ellen
Key, the famous Swede, who followed with the theory that love is the
highest manifestation of individual destiny: and Neitzsche with his
doctrine of absolute individualism. They have been followed by a host
of less noteworthy men and women, and as a result of this form of edu-
cation, many young men and women especially in Europe — writers,
artists and professional pecple for the most part — are attempting to
apply these teachings to everyday life.

This infection has crossed the Atlantic, and we hear rumors of a
movement to make people soul free, the theorists overlooking the fact
that no one can be soul free who is not master of all his emotions,

It is these manifestations which have led many clergymen, pious
laymen and pessimistic moralists to lament the passing of Puritanism,

But they are manifestations only.

clusively, the life of most value

1s no longer the one which rep-

mere side issues of the great

‘ ' world movement that has made
resents virtue in itself, but the K th M ths Out them possible. Nature never
one which represents social vir- eep e 0 goes backward., Morals mean

tue. We teel that there 1s some-

‘ ! . e g e : h S - of civilization, and morals are not
thing ignoble in seeking personal of haby's thml;_: out of thc’ bedding closet "I‘m f Soing: ta be ot
salvation, if one does not also vour clothes when stored away —by having vour closets,

enlist in the ranks ot those who hox couches and shirtwaist boxes lined w ith

are seeking the material as well

The sudden appearance of
books and plays which picture

¢ Thr il st i graphically the moral conditions
;“’ lahc.t spiritual  salvation o WaShln ton Red ‘ :edar of the present time are symptoms
wmanity. g ¢

O be specinc: one of the ob-

solete blue laws of Connecti-
cut forbade a man to kiss his wife
on Sunday. That seems ridicu-
lous to our modern notions. We
are beginning to suspect that it
might be a good thing to modify
Sabbath observance laws still
further, and allow men who are
penned up in offices and factories |
through the week to take their
wives out into the pure air and
sunshine on Sunday. In other
words, the modern tendency is
against suppressing the normal
and wholesome impulses of the
human being, in order to conform
to a too rigid personal code. The

of a fundamental change in pub-
o At ...H Hat etite lic 3}1011ght. We refuse longer to
bCodar is, believe t!mt ignorance of evil is

. “ o a protection to any girl or young
man. Such dramas as Damaged

Goods by Brieux do an immense

n Red Coedat s for

it
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vlays which w xpurgated re-
thls Bﬂg Of !‘.ed Ccdar cently by the New IYU:'R police,
Shavings —Write for It because each had a scene laid in

. SRR a brothel, set the community

} : thinking by the shock which they
created. Only by shocking some
people can they be made to think

S much may be said for novels
of a similar type, such as The
House of Bondage, and for sun
dry recent books dealing with
White Slavery, so called,

blue law brand of Puritanism has B : : PO The efforts of the sincere. if
gone forever, but upon its ruins is ties are Rkt revolutionary, authors of wn'] 1y
Hding e -ali at is Ask hag of shavings. 1t's free, ; A S
hl.llh.m;.? alm.\\ ;nol‘:lf:]_v :Ll:: :2 L TR A U Ll B T should bear fruit in a highe:
higher dm‘ 't:wrh llh_ ”- blue-r Douglus Fir—the finest standard of public morals. They
:_1;)::1-\;4‘1‘;) lri!::le icnt e world a be Lo . will hasten the advent of a new
ylac 3 o this. b & s oy 1 t v : : .
on't fori A and b anis ‘hic
Considering this question, one to know about the valie of Doug b cmerdea’s Timber Gia T:a:m::.‘er }-JL-tr-l]‘fm-l"m‘ vfh.l.‘,]}
can not atford to overlook those Weite for the bag of Red Cedar “'proo ) form \;.-i;;]%vc If‘:::e ofutll'u:ﬂb'hou;ll.
forms of popular art which have w C L b = Mf 'A . will ¢ igotry
i est Coast Lumber rs. ss'n and individual selfishness of the

been severely criticised of late
I have particularly in mind what 716 Tacoma Bldg,
are known as the sex novel and

old.

Tacoma, Wash,

the sex drama, and do not hesi-
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